
Evidence-Based Kinship Navigator Programs: 
Which Federally Approved Model is Right for Your State 

or Tribe?

November 18, 2025
• Welcome, we will begin at the top of the hour
• Please type in the chat box - your name, state, tribe (if applicable), and role
• Type questions in the chat box at any point during our time together
• We will provide a separate meeting link for a 30-minute Q&A with our presenters,

starting in an hour, at 3 PM ET
• By the end of the week, all participants will receive a link to the slides and the recording



• Since 2021, Generations United, in 
cooperation with the U.S. Administration for 
Community Living, has operated the first-
ever federally funded technical assistance 
center on kinship/grandfamilies

• Purpose is to provide technical assistance 
to the array of state, territorial, and tribal 
government agencies and organizations so 
they can better serve the families by 
working across systems and maximizing 
resources
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How We Help
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Learning Collaboratives and 
Information Dissemination

The Network hosts webinars and 
facilitates learning collaboratives.

Individual Assistance
We respond to individual requests 
for help from government agencies 
and nonprofit organizations.

Bridging Systems for 
Kinship Families

The Network is helping Idaho, San 
Diego County, and Oneida Nation 
of Wisconsin optimize their 
collaborative approaches and 
improve their services. Solutions 
will be replicable for others.

A Centralized Hub
The Network is elevating 
exemplary kinship/grandfamily 
practices and programs from 
around the country on its new 
accessible website, 
www.GKSNetwork.org.

https://www.gksnetwork.org/events/
https://forms.monday.com/forms/98ba15cd551a95057bdb92ac65ac6b04?r=use1
https://forms.monday.com/forms/98ba15cd551a95057bdb92ac65ac6b04?r=use1
http://www.gksnetwork.org/


Connect & 
Access Support
Sign up for our monthly newsletter
with all things kinship.
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Request assistance

For the latest updates, follow the Network on 
LinkedIn!

https://forms.monday.com/forms/3c4c5c62e7a863de0e628ca52b93c070?r=use1
https://www.gksnetwork.org/request-assistance/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/grandfamilies-kinship-support-network/?viewAsMember=true
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• Title IV-E child welfare agencies that want to follow one of evidence-based 
models that are in the Title IV-E Prevention Services Clearinghouse with 
fidelity rather than evaluate their own program can follow the guidance 
in ACYF-CB-PI-18-11 to submit a Title IV-E Plan Pre-Print Attachment 
XII and revise their cost allocation plan. 

• Once the attachment has been approved by the Children’s Bureau and 
the jurisdiction’s cost allocation plan has been modified and approved, 
50% of all allowable program, administrative, and training expenditures for 
the title IV-E kinship navigator program are federally reimbursable.

Follow Evidence-Based Model with Fidelity
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• $10 million in new competitive FY 2026 grants for kinship navigator programs
• Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) expected around May 2026, with Grant 

Forecast sooner
• Nonprofits or universities can be lead applicants
• Any nonprofit or university lead applicant should closely collaborate with their 

jurisdiction’s title IV-E child welfare agency
• NOFO expected to require naming an evidence-based model to follow
• The Network will send out an email blast to all our newsletter subscribers when 

the opportunity is announced

Title IV-B Competitive Opportunity
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Welcome Our Presenters
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Rosalyn Alber, 
Kinship and Lifespan Respite 
Program Manager, 
Home & Community Living 
Administration, 
Washington State Department 
of Social and Health Services

John Fowler,Ph.D., 
Research Scientist, 
University of Washington 
School of Social Work

Amanda Krotke, Ph.D., 
Kinship Navigator Fidelity 
Analyst, Home & Community 
Living Administration, 
Washington State Department 
of Social and Health Services 



Welcome Our Presenters
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Leah Dods, 
Deputy Director, 
Foster Kinship, 
Nevada

Ali Caliendo, Ph.D., 
Executive Director, 
Foster Kinship, 
Nevada

Larry Cooper, 
Executive Vice President 
of Innovation, 
Children’s Home Network, 
Florida



Washington State 
Kinship Navigator 
Case Management  
Model



Essential Program Components



Outcomes Measured
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Examples of Program Add-Ons



Adaptations That Require Evaluation
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Key Resources & Contact Information
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Rosalyn Alber
HCLA Kinship & Lifespan 
Respite Program Manager, 
rosalyn.alber@dshs.wa.gov

Amanda Krotke
HCLA Kinship Fidelity Analyst,​
amanda.krotke@dshs.wa.gov

Angelique Day
Professor, 
University of Washington, 
dayangel@uw.edu

https://bit.ly/wakinship

WA DSHS Kinship 
Website

John Fowler 
Research Scientist, 
University of Washington, 
johnf26@uw.edu

mailto:rosalyn.alber@dshs.wa.gov
mailto:Amanda.Krotke@dshs.wa.gov
mailto:dayangel@uw.edu
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2Fwakinship&data=05%7C02%7Camanda.krotke%40dshs.wa.gov%7C526230a80ce34c8af3d908dc47905cd7%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638463932598234750%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Nu6eeohZKR8jcpyFjLkEJCrAfJS30lYXOuRiINFkHHo%3D&reserved=0
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2Fwakinship&data=05%7C02%7Camanda.krotke%40dshs.wa.gov%7C526230a80ce34c8af3d908dc47905cd7%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638463932598234750%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Nu6eeohZKR8jcpyFjLkEJCrAfJS30lYXOuRiINFkHHo%3D&reserved=0
mailto:johnf26@uw.edu


Kinship 
Interdisciplinary 
Navigation 
Technologically-
Advanced Model 
(KIN-TECH ) –
Florida



The KIN-TECHTM integrated the kinship support 
model with three unique innovations

1) Shoulder to Shoulder Public Benefit Application 
2) Peer-to-Peer Navigation 
3) Interdisciplinary Team

Essential Program Components
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• Improved safety and permanency at 12, 24, and 36 months
follow-up

• Improved caregiver well-being 
• Improved protective factors
• Improved application and enrollment of financial benefits 

and resources
• Increase in percentage of children’s first placement with 

relatives

Outcomes Measured
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Kin As Teachers- (K.A.T. 2.0) An Early Childhood Intervention for Kin
• KAT 2.0 can improve child developmental outcomes and the safety of the family environment for kinship 

families. 
• The second iteration of an adapted evidence-based program (Parents as Teachers) specifically designed 

for kinship families with children aged birth to five years of age. 
• The Kin As Teachers 2.0 Program can be mounted on kinship navigator framework to provide 

developmental specialization to ensure that children living in kinship families achieve their developmental 
milestones. 

Time For Me
• Development, Dissemination and Deployment of A Community Partnership Driven Self Compassion and 

Care Toolkit for Kinship Navigator Evidence Based Practice. 
• This self compassion and self care toolkit is focused on improving knowledge and practice of healthy 

behaviors. 

Examples of Program Add-Ons
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Ratings on KIN TECHTM

Title IV E Prevention Services Clearinghouse

https://preventionservices.acf.hhs.gov/programs/950/show

California Evidence Based Clearinghouse

https://www.cebc4cw.org/program/kinship-navigator-chn-kn-children-s-home-network/

Adaptations That Require Evaluation
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Navarro, J., Demarco, S., & Pandey, A. (2022). Children’s Home 
Network Kinship Navigator Program Kin as Teachers 2.0: Early 
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4. Littlewood, K., Cooper, L., Yelick, & A., Pandey, A. (2021). The 
Children’s Home Network Kinship Navigator Program Improves 
Family Protective Factors. Children and Youth Services Review, 
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5. Littlewood, K., Cooper, L., Pandey, A. (2020). Safety and 
placement stability for the Children’s Home Network kinship 
navigator program. Child Abuse and Neglect, 106, DOI: 
https://doi.org/10.1016/J.CHIABU.2020.104506

Key Resources & Contact Information
To Replicate KIN TECHTM in your own community:

Larry Cooper, MSW, LCSW
Executive VP of Innovation

office: 813-901-3423
email: lcooper@childrenshomenetwork.org

Visit https://mykinship.org  
To learn more about the model.

www.childrenshomenetwork.org 
To learn more about the Children’s Home 
Network.
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Foster Kinship 
Navigator Program –
Nevada



Essential Program Components
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Outcomes Measured
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Examples of Program Add-Ons
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Key Resources & Contact Information
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Thursday, December 11, 2025
2:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. ET 
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Register Here

Join Us for our Next Webinar

Supporting America’s 
Children and Families 
Act: Opportunities for 

Tribes delivering 
kinship support 

services



The Network is supported by the Administration for Community Living (ACL), U.S. Department of Health and 

Human Services (HHS) as part of a financial assistance award totaling $9,950,000 with 95 percentage funded 

by ACL/HHS and $523,684 and 5 percentage funded by non-government sources. The contents are those of 

the authors and do not necessarily represent the official views of, nor an endorsement, by ACL/HHS, or 

the U.S. Government.
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