
Kin-Specific Licensing: 
Progress So Far

April  4,  2024
• We will begin at the top of the hour
• Please type in the chat box - your name, state, tribe (if applicable), and role
• Type questions in the chat box at any point during our time together
• All participants will receive a link to the slides and recording tomorrow or early next week



• 5-year (2021-2026) cooperative 
agreement with Administration for 
Community Living

• Purpose is to provide technical 
assistance to the array of tribal, state, 
and territorial government agencies, 
as well as non-profit organizations 
that serve kinship families

• Not designed to serve the families 
directly – working to improve systems 
for families
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Learning Collaboratives and 
Information Dissemination 
The Network hosts webinars and facilitates 
learning collaboratives.

How We Help
Individual Assistance
We respond to individual requests for help
from government agencies, kinship 
navigators, and community-based nonprofits.

A Centralized Hub
The Network is elevating exemplary 
kinship/grandfamily practices and programs 
from around the country on its accessible 
website, www.GKSNetwork.org.
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https://www.gksnetwork.org/events
https://forms.monday.com/forms/98ba15cd551a95057bdb92ac65ac6b04?r=use1
http://www.gksnetwork.org/


4 www.GKSNetwork.org

http://www.gksnetwork.org/


5 www.gksnetwork.org/resources/kin-finding-toolkit/

http://www.gksnetwork.org/resources/kin-finding-toolkit/


6
www.gksnetwork.org/resources/transforming-foster-care-what-the-
september-2023-rule-means/

http://www.gksnetwork.org/resources/transforming-foster-care-what-the-september-2023-rule-means/
http://www.gksnetwork.org/resources/transforming-foster-care-what-the-september-2023-rule-means/


Stay Connected & 
Access Support

Sign up for our monthly newsletter,
which will provide you with updates 
on new Network resources. 
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For the latest updates, follow the 
Network on LinkedIn!

https://forms.monday.com/forms/3c4c5c62e7a863de0e628ca52b93c070?r=use1
https://www.linkedin.com/company/grandfamilies-kinship-support-network/?viewAsMember=true


The Network is supported by the Administration for Community Living (ACL), U.S. Department of Health and 

Human Services (HHS) as part of a financial assistance award totaling $9,950,000 with 95 percentage funded 

by ACL/HHS and $523,684 and 5 percentage funded by non-government sources. The contents are those of 

the authors and do not necessarily represent the official views of, nor an endorsement, by ACL/HHS, or 

the U.S. Government.



Kin -Sp ecific 
Licen s in g /  Ap p r ova l: 
Pr ogr es s  So Fa r

April 2024



Agen d a

- Overview of the rule

- Overview of the model standards

- Select promising practices

- Panel discussion on progress so far

- What you can do now 

- Q&A

- What’s next?
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Over view of th e  Ru le
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Fed er a l Ru le  Up d a te

Rule gives title IV-E agencies the option to 
have kin-specific licensing / approval 
processes that meet the unique needs of 
kin.

Comments closed April 17.

Overwhelmingly positive!

Rule was finalized on September 28.

162 comments!

● 9 members of Congress

● 23 states (wow!)

● 10 tribes / tribal organizations

● 40+ organizations
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Fed er a l Req u ir em en ts

Federal law requires only that the 
caregiver meet requirements under 
42 USC 671(a)(20) (concerning 
criminal background checks and child 
abuse registry checks for all foster 
parents)

and that licensing or approval 
standards established by the state or 
tribe are reasonably in accordance 
with recommended standards of 
national organizations for foster 
family homes.
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42 USC 6 71(a )(20 )

For each kinship caregiver you seek 
to approve:

❏ Send fingerprints to the FBI 

❏ Check the child abuse and neglect 

registry of any state where that 

caregiver lived in the last 5 years

For each adult living in the kinship 
caregiver’s home:

❏ Check the child abuse and neglect 

registry of any state where that 

adult lived in the last 5 years
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Fed er a lly Disq u a lifyin g Cr im es  for  Kin  Car egiver s

Permanently disqualifying:

❏ felony conviction for child abuse or 

neglect

❏ felony conviction for spousal abuse

❏ felony conviction for a crime against 

children (including child pornography)

❏ felony conviction involving violence, 

including rape, sexual assault, or 

homicide, but not including other 

physical assault or battery

Disqualifying if a felony conviction for a 
crime committed in the last 5 years:

❏ physical assault

❏ battery

❏ a drug-related offense

REMEMBER: This means disqualifying for 

title IV-E reimbursement of Foster Care 

Maintenance Payments.
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Fed er a l Req u ir em en ts

Federal law requires only that the 
caregiver meet requirements under 
section 42 USC 671(a)(20) 
(concerning criminal background 
checks and child abuse registry 
checks for all foster parents)

and that licensing or approval 
standards established by the state or 
tribe are reasonably in accordance 
with recommended standards of 
national organizations for foster 
family homes.
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Over view of th e  
Mod el Stan d a r d s
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New Kin -Sp ecific Mod el Stan d a r d s

Written by: ● A Second Chance Inc.
● American Bar Association Center on Children & the Law
● Children’s Rights
● CWPolicy
● Generations United and its Grandfamilies & Kinship 

Support Network: A National Technical Assistance Center
● National Indian Child Welfare Association
● National Association for Regulatory Administration
● New America’s Resource Family Working Group  
● Think of Us
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Kin -Sp ecific Mod el Stan d a r d s

1. Required background checks (plus sex 
offender registry check)

1. Caregiver suitability assessment (similar 
to what’s already done at placement)

1. Safety and needs assessment of the home

Link to the standards

Link to the crosswalk tool 

● Goal: license/approve 100% of kin the 
same day as placement

● Expansive definition of kin

● Include implementation guidance and 
example template forms.

● Co-designed with 100s of agency 
employees and kin caregivers
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1V30W6Ft_uEUpVIQ062wPh12HrYHNod0b43T25wrp190/edit
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1XVMzanuAufuen3G1pP7wEfIq2RnrqbOSdwWBJim9XOU/edit#gid=0
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Co-Design of Standards
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22Link to the crosswalk tool 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1XVMzanuAufuen3G1pP7wEfIq2RnrqbOSdwWBJim9XOU/edit#gid=0
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Adoption of Standards
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Adoption of Standards



Pr om is in g Pr act ices
A selection
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Fin ger p r in t in g

● Make community-based 
options available

● Require locations with 
evening / weekend hours 
every XX miles

● Fingerprint purpose code 
“X”

● Mobile fingerprinting units

● In-office fingerprinting units

● Tribal Access Program

● Direct connections for 
results
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Eva lu a t in g Back gr ou n d  Ch eck s

● Expand who can review 
results

● Daily decision meetings

● Focus on ways to get to 
“yes”

● Use the model standard 
form template for 
evaluations

● Use the model standard for 
template for denials and 
appeals
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Pan el Discu s s ion
Progress so far
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Pan elis t s

Lindsay Coleman
Tennessee

Amber Hasler
Oklahoma

Jessica Sweet
Michigan
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Wh at  you  can  d o n ow
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Step s  to  Tak e Now

● Compare the model 
standards / crosswalk with 
your current practices

● Identify steps you can adopt 
now, like the model 
standard forms
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Im p r ove you r  Ou t -of-Sta t e  Ch ild  Abu se/Neglect  Regis t r y 
Ch eck  Fu lfi llm en t  Pr oces s

● No notary

● No witnessed signatures

● No fees

● Use official emails as proof 
of identity/authority

● Accept electronic requests

● Fulfill requests 
electronically

● Accept attestation of 
consent
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Q&A
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Wh at ’s  n ext?
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Wh at ’s  Next?

● Caregiver suitability template 
form coming soon

● We are interested in getting 
kinship caregivers’ thoughts and 
reactions to the Kinship 
Assessment Form to improve it 
We invite kin caregivers to a:

○ 1-hour paid research session 
from now until late April

○ Will be paid $100 Visa gift 
card for their time

We would especially like to reach kin 
caregivers who identify as:

● LGBTQ2SIA+
● immigrant, including those who 

are undocumented or have a 
mixed-status family

● monolingual Spanish speaker

Email: bloom-
kinship@bloomworks.digital
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Wh at ’s  Next?

● Research project on kin-specific training

● Research project on kin-specific 
permanency assessments for guardianship / 
adoption
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Th an k s  for  Com in g!
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