
GRANDfamilies

GRANDfamilies Kinship Care at Children’s Service Society of Utah supports kinship caregivers
and children by providing inclusive support services in collaboration with trusted community
partners to build safe, stable, and resilient kinship families.



History of GRANDfamilies

Established in 2002 as the first kinship 
support program in the State of Utah

Added office locations to 3 additional 
counties in 2012, 2014, and 2018

Expanding to  Southern Utah in 2022

Working with DCFS and the 
University of Utah’s Social Research 
Institute to become an evidence-
based kinship navigator program



GRANDfamilies at CSSUtah offers:

Case Management (Intakes, referrals, team 
meetings, family mediation)

Psycho-Educational classes for Adults, 
Adolescents, and Children

Friend 2 Friend monthly events

Short-term clinical services, clinical referrals



How it’s going

We are celebrating our 20th anniversary this year! 



Tips

Collaborate closely with your State’s child welfare agency

If your State has  a kinship coalition, be an active member

Work with your local legislators on kinship issues and locations of greatest 
need

Establish an advisory committee for kinship caregivers to have a voice



Contact us!

Richard Johnston, CMHC 
GRANDfamilies Program Director 
Richard@cssutah.org

Alyssa Craven, SSW 
Assistant GRANDfamilies Director
Alyssa@cssutah.org

Website:
www.cssutah.org

Find us on social media @cssutah
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