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Kinship/Grandfamilies: The Role of Area Agencies
on Aging and Title VI Native American Programs

Nationwide, more than 2.5 million children live in grandfamilies or kinship families, meaning
that their grandparents, other relatives, or close family friends are raising them because their
parents cannot.! The terms kinship families, grandfamilies, and kinship/grandfamilies can be
used interchangeably to refer to these families. Both kin caregivers and the children in these
families have unique strengths and needs that require support to help them thrive.

Leveraging funds from the federal Older Americans Act and other sources, many Area
Agencies on Aging (AAAs) and Title VI Native American Aging Programs (Title VI programs)
provide a variety of supportive services for kinship/grandfamilies.

This fact sheet provides a high-level overview of results from a recent USAging topical poll of
AAAs and Title VI programs regarding their engagement with kinship/grandfamilies.? According
to the poll, two-thirds of AAAs and Title VI program respondents offer services tailored
specifically to kinship/grandfamilies. Additionally, eight percent of respondents indicated that
they assist kin/grandfamily caregivers with broader caregiver services but do not offer services
designed specifically for kinship/grandfamilies.

Most AAAs and Title VI Programs
Offer Kinship/Grandfamily Services

33%

Do not offer kinship/
grandfamily services 67%

Offer kinship/
grandfamily services

1 Grandfamilies & Kinship Support Network: A National Technical Assistance Center, Kinship/Grandfamilies
Data, https://gksnetwork.org/kinship-data/.

2 Data in this brief was gathered through a 2022 survey of Area Agencies on Aging and Title VI Native American
Aging Programs conducted by USAging as a partner in the Grandfamilies & Kinship Support Network: A National
Technical Assistance Center, led by Generations United and funded by the U.S. Administration for Community
Living. The online survey was disseminated via email in April 2022 to 610 AAAs and to 238 Title VI programs.
The survey closed in June 2022 after receiving 213 responses, representing a response rate of 25 percent.


https://gksnetwork.org/kinship-data/

A National Technical Assistance Center

GRg-\NDFAMILIES & KINSHIP US Leaders in
2~ PPORT NETWORK p n Aging Well
m? su o o \g I g at Home

AAAs and Title VI programs provide critical support to kinship/grandfamilies in a variety of
ways. In its 2021 State of Grandfamilies report, Generations United identified 11 “key services
and supports” needed by kinship/grandfamilies. These include information and assistance in
navigating and accessing available services, legal aid, support groups, childcare and/or respite
care, financial assistance, and caregiver training or education. When asked about the services
they provide to kinship/grandfamilies, AAAs and Title VI programs report that they offer many
of these key supports.

Top 10 Services Provided to Kinship/Grandfamilies
Information

about sorvices NN &7
accessir%szlesrtvaiggg 77%
training/oducstion I 62%

Support groups 59%

Respite 54%

Counseling 30%
28%

School supplies

23%
22%

Summer camp

Clothing

Legal

B 5%

AAAs and Title VI programs develop a broad array of partnerships to expand their reach in the
communities they serve. Respondents identified more than two dozen types of referral partners
they use to support kinship/grandfamilies, with the top 10 depicted in the chart below.

Top 10 Referral Partners to Assist Kinship/Grandfamilies
51%

Legal assistance providers

Child welfare agencies 50%

50%

Schools/preschools

Disability services 45%
42%
After school/camp programs 41%

40%

Income aid/TANF 38%

Mental health providers

Nutrition providers

Housing providers

Kinship navigators

Kinship/Grandfamilies: The Role of Area Agencies on 2
Aging and Title VI Native American Aging Programs



GR:\NDFAMILIES & KINSHIP US Leaders in
2~ PPORT NETWORK Aging Well
S o AQging %=

A National Technical Assistance Center

Despite their partnerships, AAAs and Title VI programs encounter challenges in serving
kinship/grandfamilies. More than half of respondents identified outreach as one of their top
three challenges in serving this population, which suggests an interest in reaching more
kin/grandfamily caregivers. Other top challenges include limited funding and identifying
partnerships to reach more kin/grandfamily caregivers.

Top 5 Challenges in Serving Kinship/Grandfamilies

Limited funding 47%
Finding partners

Reaching younger 27%
grandparents

Childcare 26%

The Grandfamilies & Kinship Support Network: A National Technical Assistance Center, and its
partner USAging, are available to assist the Aging Network with outreach and other challenges
in serving kinship/grandfamilies. Please visit www.GKSNetwork.org to request individual
assistance and to sign up for the Network’s monthly newsletter.

The full report will be available
at: www.usaging.org//publications and
at: www.gksnetwork.org/resources/usaging-topical-poll/.

The Grandfamilies & Kinship Support Network: A National Technical Assistance Center
(Network) helps government agencies and nonprofits in states, tribes, and territories work
across jurisdictional and systemic boundaries to improve supports and services for families
in which grandparents, other relatives, or close family friends are raising children. For more
information, please visit www.GKSNetwork.org.

USAging represents and supports the national network of Area Agencies on Aging and
advocates for Title VI Native American Aging Programs that help older adults and people with
disabilities live with optimal health, well-being, independence, and dignity in their homes and
communities. For more information, please visit www.usaging.org.

The Network is supported by the Administration for Community Living (ACL), The Network is a project of
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) as part of a financial Generations United.
assistance award totaling $9,950,000 with 95 percentage funded by ACL/ -

HHS and $523,684 and 5 percentage funded by non-government sources. gene rPtyns
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